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THE NEW MEXICO HORSEMEN’S ASSOCIATION 
STATE BOARD MEETING 

January 24th, 2023 
 
 
 
 

Paul Jenson, President      Sean Alfor�sh, Director   
Susie Prather, Vice President     Denise Chambliss, Director 
Pam Sena, Secretary / Treasurer     Jose R. Gonzalez Jr., Director 

Larry Strain, Director 
       
Sandra McKenna and Loreta Quintana - Guests 

Paul Called the mee�ng to order at 9:10 am  

Approval of Agenda 

• Pam made Mo�on to approve, Denise 2nd, Mo�on passed.  

Approval of November Minutes 

• Mo�on made by Pam to approve November minutes, Susie 2nd, Mo�on passed. 

Presenta�on of October Financials  

• Pam is not asking for approval, just presen�ng October Financials prepared by Brenda and Terri. 

Approval of November and December Financials 

• Mo�on made by Paul to approve November and December Financials, Susie 2nd, Mo�on passed. 

Report from the President – Paul Jenson 

• Paul said lots happening, mostly with HBPA. NMRC approved to remove NMHA and replace with 
NMHBA in their rule book. Reason being when someone claims foul, Commission can blame on 
Breeders. Possibly allowing Breeders to oversee distribu�on of purse money. Paul informed 
HBPA of all happenings other affiliates are taking ac�ons because they are afraid this could start 
a trend. We have met with all par�es involved to get it resolved and now no one will meet with 
us. Strategy is they will meet a�er millions are taken away. We can’t tell affiliates to stop 
withholding signals, but if NMRC starts working with us, we will pass the word to the affiliates.  

Report from Track Commitees 

Ruidoso 

• Pam said Ruidoso is quiet.  Rick Baugh told the Breeders that TB Nomina�ons are down. 

Sunland Park 

• Junior said track hours are now under control. 6:00 – 10:00 on race days and 6:00 – 10:30 on 
non-race days. Gate issue is resolved. HISA workouts are on Thursday and Friday. You must sign 
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up in racing office. Casi Blancet is the new bookkeeper and Adriana is now the nomina�ons 
secretary. Elec�on was held for the new Owners on the local commitee and the Board 
welcomed Sandra McKenna, Danna Buechler, Marci Cross and Paul Jenson.   

Sunray Park 

• No Report. 

Zia Park 

• Horsemen are complaining of not ge�ng purse money. Zia Park says Commission didn’t release 
it, then when they did Covid hit for two weeks. Also, all Horsemen must submit a W-9 and 
Driver’s License each year, many did not know that. Sean asked Paul if there anything we can do 
to see who is ge�ng the interest, possibly ask the Breeders for a report. Paul and Sean will talk 
to Gary about this and find out where the interest is going.  

The Downs at Albuquerque 

• Sean stated not much happening with Albuquerque. Mee�ng with Blanchard and Cook was 
canceled. Sean con�nues to educate the affiliates of what is happening in New Mexico. Sean told 
us that LA just appointed the Commission so willing to work with the Horsemen.  

New Business / Discussion Items 

• Pam gave office closure update. On December 12th the Wells Fargo accounts were finally turned 
over to Paul and Denise. Tony Cappellucci has been removed from all accounts. We are now able 
to pay bills and medical benefits. As of December 17, all files are packed, shredded, or refiled. 
The basement s�ll needs more cleaning.  U�li�es are paid online. Pam reads copier and PNM 
meters.  Pitney Bowes postage machine was shipped back.  

Accounts Payable (Paid) 

• HBPA 
• Taxes 
• Property Insurance/Directors Insurance 
• Payroll Taxes 
• 1099’s 
• W-2’s 
• Taylor Roth 
• Unemployment Claims 

Denise is working on 2023 tax return she will upload everything to Shannon at Taylor Roth. Back in 2010 
the State Board decided that they would put a percentage of our income over to a medical fund because 
interest rates went down and simulcas�ng was not very prosperous at the �me. Forward to today, 
simulcas�ng is almost 200,000 a year plus we earn a fair interest on our money (39,000 in 2023) so 
Denise made a mo�on to rescind the April 2010 State Board decision to take a percentage of our income 
and fund the medical account. Paul 2nd, passed unanimous.  
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Denise stated that we are going to ask Amber with the Breeders to set up Constant Contact. We need to 
con�nue collec�ng Horsemen’s emails for our database.  

Pam said there are a lot of new Horsemen that applied for medical at the end of the year. In doing 
research, accountants in the past have said that our medical did not have complete paperwork. If we 
were to be audited on the medical alone, over half of the claims do not have copies of racing licenses 
nor applica�ons filled out. The Board in the past has also been told that at least two people needed to 
do medical instead of one person receiving the claim, processing the claim, issuing the check, and 
signing the check without supervision. Today every �me you send receipts, you must submit an 
applica�on and a copy of your racing license. Pam will not keep a running tab going for you. Your license 
could expire, your horse could get hurt or re�re so all claims have to be filled out in their en�rety. Pam 
spoke with Eric Hammelback regarding HIPPA procedures for medical and what NHBPA follows. He is 
going to have Jeanete Milligan contact Pam with procedures she uses at Oaklawn. Denise would like to 
possibly clean up our medical claim form. Hopefully it will be presented at the next mee�ng. We are 
aware that if affiliates con�nue to cut signals that means less money in medical. We need to be watchful.  

A proposal to install a magna lock on the State Office rolling gate was proposed by Pam. Cost is $1700 
Susie made Mo�on to get magna lock installed for safety. Larry 2nd, Mo�on passed.  

Paul presented HBPA Fire and Disaster Policy. Premiums would cost $9500.00 for all tracks. Eric 
Hammelback joined our mee�ng to give details of the Insurance Policy. It would be a member benefit; it 
is a catastrophic policy only. It would cover some tack and equipment, its only offered to affiliates, and 
does not cover normal break downs of horses on the race track. Eric told us that NHBP carried our policy 
for a year without any charge. Paul suggested that we send the informa�on to our local commitees for 
considera�on. The Board decided we would need a fund raiser for the policy if we decided to go with it.  

 Old Business 

• Susie gave us social media update. Apparently when we canceled the old website, it was picked 
up by someone who atached to a porn site. We had to buy back the website for $700.00 and 
pay a $21 per year fee to keep it. It is now secure. Go Daddy told us this was a malicious act and 
we were able to purchase it for a reasonable amount that it could had cost up several thousands 
of dollars.  

Public Comments 

• No public comment. 

Execu�ve Session 

• Directors entered Execu�ve Session. Adam joined in during Execu�ve Session. No decisions 
made.  

Adjourn 

• Paul adjourned the mee�ng at 11:45 am 

 


