
  

NM Horsemen’s Association’s Weekly Update Nov. 9th, 2026 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 NMHA Zia Park Local 

Committee 

 

Larry Strain – BOD 

Susie Prather – VP BOD 

Denny Crozier 

Helen Naves 

Todd Fincher 

Dallas Barton 

Joel Marr  

Donna McArthur 

 

 

STAKES QUALIFIERS 

 

Nm classic futurity 

 

“Bogarts Brown Sugar” 

“Suspicious Rizzler” 

“Perry’s Alibi” 

“Acylic” 

“Imma Dandy” 

“Sonuva Butch” 

“Big Avery” 

“That’s Amoree” 

“Chasing Venus” 

“Big Morning Breeze” 

“Jess Goodtimes” 

 

NM Classic Derby 

 

“Cq Coyane Jessy” 

“Hez Rio Trouble” 

“Sya Narra” 

“Gingle Wood” 

“Pour Me A Drink” 

“Docs Best Answer” 

“Highcardforapoke” 

“Sure Hit” 

“Moonlight Ember” 

“Jet Black Eagles”  

 

 



 

 
      
   

 

 

 

DAA Meet Champions were for QH’s Wes Giles, Noe Garcia Jr., 

Branson and Vasquez. For TB’s Todd Fincher, Oscar Andrete Jr, 

Bob Matney. Albuquerque will remain open for training until 

Sunland Park opens its backside.  

 

 

NMHA State Office Contacts 

Email: Nmhastate1@aol.com 

Website: nmharacing.com 

(575) 631-4714 

 (505) 366-3709 

Horsemen we are planning a 
meeting for owners and 

breeders on Monday, 
November 23rd, 2026, at Zia 
Park to brainstorm ideas for 

racing and breeding for 2027. 
Details will follow later this 

week. 

 

 

Sunray Park and Casino are proud to bring live racing back to NW 

NM, and we look forward to welcoming Horsemen, racing fans and 

community partner’s next spring.  

NMHA local committee had a good turn out for their first meeting. 

Horsemen voiced their concerns and they have been passed along to 

Kristy. Committee Owners will remain the same. The safety meeting 

had to be postponed. The track condition was also talked about. We 

will update you on date and time of the next meeting.  

No Update  

Sunland Park Casino had its grand reopening last Friday and 

Saturday with their new restaurant Legends.  
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Courtesy of Freddy Ahumada Photography  

 



 

 



Happenings at Sunland Park and Zia Park 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Reduction in race dates leads to reduction in breeding. Why breed if you can’t run them! 

Racetrack Gaming machines net take for 2025 was $264.4M. 

Racetrack Tax Revenue for 2025 was $65.5M. 

Racetracks budget is supposedly $35K per day for racing expenses during their meet, 

which totals $6.4 M per year for a grand expense of .024% of net take amongst all 

racetracks.  

In spite of reduction of races, NM Races still average 7.9 starts per race, one of the 

highest in the country.  

Because of reduction of race dates, trainers and owners have been forced to leave NM to 

run in neighboring states. 

Racetracks’ barn areas are full to capacity, most with waitlists to get stalls. There ARE 

enough horses to run race meets. 

Horseracing is the 3rd largest industry in New Mexico, with 30,000+ indirect and related 

jobs across agriculture, training and tourism.   

 

Expansion of Gaming at the expense of horse racing 

should never be allowed! 



Horse Racing 101 

 

 

 

 

  



 
OUR MISSION 

   To foster and promote the horse racing industry in the 
State of New Mexico. 

 
   To give assistance to OWNERS, TRAINERS and their 
employees in their medical expenses due to illness and 
accidents related to the industry. Medical guidelines will 

be established by the Board of Directors and published for 
the members. 

 
   To institute or aid in any movement that will aid or 

protect the general welfare of the Horse Racing Industry, 
including the interest of Owners, Trainers and their 

employees. 
 

   To bring about a closer and more understanding 
relationship among Breeders, Owners, Trainers, Racing 
Management, the Racing Commission and the Public. 

 
     To take part and advise with the legislative bodies, 

state agencies, track management and the State Racing 
Commission in the establishment of statutes, directives, 
proper rules and conditions which affect, in any manner, 
the interest of the Owners, Trainers and their employees. 

 
   To keep the membership of the Association informed 

concerning all Association business. 
 

   To maintain accurate financial records of the receipts 
and expenditures of the Association. 

 


	OUR MISSION

